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Key stage 3 curriculum links

Key 
Elements

Personal Understanding; 
Mutual Understanding; Moral 
Character; Citizenship; 
Cultural understanding; Media 
Awareness; Ethical Awareness

Cross 
Curricular 
skills

Communication; Using ICT

Thinking 
Skills & 
Personal 
Capabilities

Managing Information; 
Thinking, Problem Solving, 
Decision Making; Being Creative; 
Working with Others

Areas of 
Learning

The Arts; English (with Media 
Education); Environment & 
Society



Students will be given 
an opportunity to 
reflect upon the nature 
and symbolism of the 
Armorial Ensigns* and 
Supporters** granted 
to the Government of 
Northern Ireland by 
Royal Warrants, in, 
respectively, 1924 and 
1925, using the copy 
of the Royal Warrants 
for both the Armorial 
Ensigns and 
Supporters, held by 
The Linen Hall 
Library.

* The Shield and cross 
devices.
**The Scottish Lion and Irish 
Elk.

Create an Artwork to 
represent Northern Ireland.



Create an Artwork to 
represent Northern Ireland.

Students will have an opportunity to explore the nature of the symbols 
used in the Coat of Arms with a view to gaining a better understanding 
of the meaning of the individual elements as well as the overall 
significance of the resulting image. 

Special attention should be given to identifying the specifically Scottish 
elements that have been built into the design. 

Students will be tasked to come up with their own artistic 
representation of a Coat of Arms and Supporters to represent 
Northern Ireland, using technology, and an apposite Drawing App.



Create an Artwork to 
represent Northern Ireland.

In groups, students will 
research the Armorial 
Warrants, copies of which 
can be found in the 
illustrations used in this 
task.

Students will be provided with 
an explanation of the 
symbolism at the end of this 
task document, and proceed 
with direction to create their 
design based on the 
principles learned to inform 
and create their own Digital 
Art Works.



Create an Artwork to 
represent Northern Ireland.

Resultant Art designs may 
be used for an extension 
activity whereby we could 
select a number of designs 
for further augmentation: 
such as the creation of 
Laser Cut stickers of the 
designs, or designs, Laser 
etched into fabrication 
materials, such as wood or 
plastic, to create a unique 
and physical artistic 
representation of their 
designs for return to the 
school for display.



Create an Artwork to 
represent Northern Ireland.

Sources:

The copy of the 1925 
Warrant carries the 
following description of 
the Lion and Elk 
Supporters.

The description below 
is taken from the Royal 
Warrant itself 
describing the 
appearance of each of 
the two Supporters.

“Dexter Lion gules, armed; langued and collared or, supporting 
a Flagstaff proper therefrom flowing to the Sinister a Banner 
azure charged with a harp or stringed argent surmounted by an 
Imperial Crown proper; Sinister, an Irish Elk proper collared or 
and supporting a like staff therefrom flowing to the Dexter a 
banner or charged with a cross gules...”



Create an Artwork to 
represent Northern Ireland.

You will find below an Explanation of the symbolism reflected within the coat 
of arms of the government of Northern Ireland.

There was a confluence of 
identity present in northern 
Ireland in 1921, as there is today, 
a reflection of which was woven 
into the final design of the coat 
of arms, by its creators: Major 
sir Neville Wilkinson, and his 
deputy, Thomas Sadlier. 

Major Wilkinson was the Ulster 
king of arms, responsible for 
creating such coats of arms. 

Their design of the Coat of Arms, 
and supporters, was presented 
to the cabinet of the Government 
of Northern Ireland in April 
1924.

The design sought to show both 
of northern Ireland’s traditions 
in it’s composition. 

Think how you might do the same…

The red Lion rampant 

The long established Ulster Scots 
heritage within Ulster was very much 
reflected within the use of the Red Lion 
Rampant as one of the supporters. This 
drew resonance with the Royal 
Standard of Scotland which depicts 
similar Lion motifs. 

The flag held aloft by the Lion depicts 
an Irish harp, with a Crown above, 
depicted on a field of Blue.

The Irish Elk

This Irish Elk was included in order to 
depict the cultural heritage of the 
Irish tradition within Northern 
Ireland.

The flag, held aloft, depicts a Red 
Cross on a field of yellow, which has 
long been associated with Ulster: 
being the flag of the House of de 
burgh; Walter de burgh, having been 
made the earl of Ulster in 1264.


